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The poets read their works and discuss dealing with loss through writing and poetry. Cheryl Boyce-Taylor’s "Mama Phife Represents," and Kathy Engel’s "The Lost Brother Alphabet" address the sorrow of losing a loved one. We encourage you to get the book beforehand, to illuminate the discussion.
Cheryl Boyce-Taylor is a poet and workshop facilitator. She is the founder and curator of the Calypso Muse and the Glitter Pomegranate Performance Series. She is the author of four collections of poetry: Raw Air, Night When Moon Follows, Convincing the Body, and Arrival. Cheryl’s verse memoir, Mama Phife Represents, stands as a tribute to her late son, hip hop icon Malik “Phife Dawg” Taylor of A Tribe Called Quest.

Kathy Engel is a poet who works at the nexus between social justice movements and art/imagination. Her books include Ruth’s Skirts, poems and prose, We Begin Here: Poems for Palestine and Lebanon, The Kitchen with art by German Perez, and the chapbook, Banish The Tentative. Her newest book is The Lost Brother Alphabet, Get Fresh Books, 2020. She is a founder and first director of the international women’s human rights group, MADRE, and a 2020 Pushcart nominee.
